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SUBJECT: GOWON VISIT TO DAHOMEY 

REE: COTONOU 0039 

1. ON RETURN TO LAGOS JANUARY 8, GOWON EMPHASIZED IN 
AIRPORT REMARKS THAT TALKS WITH KEREKOU HAD BEEN "MOST 
USEFUL" AND HAD CONSOLIDATED EURTHER BILATERAL RELATION- 
SHIP BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES. HE REITERATED THAT FMG WILL 
JOIN DAHOMEANS IN CEMENT AND SUGAR PRODUCTION, AND 
REAEFIRMED NIGERIAN READINESS TO HELP NEIGHBORING 
COUNTRIES IN THEIR DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, GOWON COMMENDED DAHOMEAN 
AUTHORITIES EOR "VIGOR AND DETERMINATION" WITH WHICH THEY 
PURSUING NEWLY ADOPTED SOCIALIST PROGRAM, AND PROMISED THAT NEW 
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FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES. 

3. AS INTERESTING SIDELIGHT ON VISIT, EMG JANUARY 9 WITHDREW 
ADVANCE TEXTS OF GOWON'S SPEECHES AT PORTO NOVO AND COTONOU 
WHICH HAD BEEN CIRCULATED JUST PRIOR HIS DEPARTURE FROM LAGOS. 
WHILE NO EXPLANATION GIVEN FOR THIS ACTION, EACH OE TEXTS 
APPEARED CONTAIN PASSAGE WHICH MIGHT HAVE UPSET DAHOMEAN 
HOSTS. PROTO NOVO SPEECH INCLUDED REEERENCE TO STRONG CULTURAL 
TIES BETWEEN YORUBAS ON EITHER SIDE OF BORDER, PERHAPS PLACING 
UNDUE EMPHASIS ON TRIBAL DISTINCTIONS WITHIN DAHOMEY, WHIT E 
COTONOU ADDRESS ORIGINALLY CONTAINED PARAGRAPH OF " BROTHERLY 
ADVICE" WARNING DAHOMEANS ABOUT POSSIBLE DISRUPTIVE EEEECTS OE 
IMPORTING "EOREIGN IDEOLOGIES". 
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